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Jean MacCallum's
Diaries

Many of you have eaten in the
MacCallum House Inn’s beautiful
dining room or slept in one of its
antique-filled rooms, but do you ever
try to imagine the lives of the original
residents of this charming historic
house? We are learning more about
one particular family member, Jean
MacCallum, thanks to a treasure
trove of 26 diaries kept by the Kelley
women, which were donated to the
Kelley House by the Maulbetsch
family and are currently being
digitized.

You may recall that the MacCallum
House was built as a wedding gift
from Eliza and William Kelley for
their daughter Daisy when she
married Alexander MacCallum in

1879. But little is known about their second daughter Jean MacCallum, who was born
on December 4, 1882.

We know the family moved to San Francisco when Jean was around 15 years old. She
visited her family in Mendocino occasionally and wrote letters to her Grandmother
Eliza. Jean was described as shy among new company, but always kind. She spent
much of her adult life living in San Francisco with her Aunt Elise Drexler, whom she
adored. Elise’s husband, Louis P. Drexler, left Jean and her brother Donald $2,500
each in his will when he died in 1899 (a sum equal to about $1 million in 2026).

One small black leather journal, dated 1962-1968, belonged to Jean. Unlike her
relatives, who used clippings, Jean's entries were short, often a single sentence in neat
cursive. For example, "Mar. 22- Rain all morning," "Apr. 14. Easter," "Hair washed Aug-
19."  In her succinct style, she recorded her cousin James’s death in 1962. “June 5.
Election Day. We voted early. James passed away before midnight. Margaret [his
sister] was there.” 

READ MORE

Winter Exhibit
A WOMAN’S PLACE WAS EVERYWHERE

https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/
https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/
https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/membership/
https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/uncovering-jean-maccallums-night/


How Working Women Shaped Mendocino
Exhibit Runs through March 29, 2026

While men wielded the axes that built the town of
Mendocino, women created the community that
made it last. Through their own diaries, photos,
and oral histories, this exhibit tells the lesser-
known stories of entrepreneurs, nurses, artists,
teachers, madams, and philanthropists who laid
the foundation for the Mendocino we know today.
There's even a special section where you can
nominate your own special heroine.

VISIT

 

Winter Hours at the Kelley House Museum
Friday - Sunday, 11am - 3pm

The museum is operating with shorter hours through March. Walking tours are offered
every Saturday at 11am.

Check Calendar

Calling All Cozy Mystery Loving Knitters!

https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/visit-hours-and-location/
https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/events/month/
https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/events/month/


We are seeking a talented volunteer to recreate the iconic whale sweater famously
worn by Jessica Fletcher in Murder, She Wrote. The sweater would need to be finished
by April 15th in time for our Murder, She Wrote Festival. We will cover the cost of the
yarn. You can do this as a solo project, or participate remotely with other knitting
Fangelas in a project led by Jenny Hammerton's Murder, She Cooked knit-along to
bring this classic Cabot Cove style to life. (Jenny will be one of our special guests at the
2027 Festival.) Whether you are a seasoned pro or just looking to channel your inner
J.B. Fletcher, this is the perfect opportunity to showcase your craft and contribute to this
popular Kelley House fundraiser. Can’t knit but love the idea? You can sponsor this
project with a cash donation. Email us for more information. 

EMAIL

A Peek Into the Past

Ringing in the New Year 100 Years Ago

On January 2, 1926, the Mendocino Beacon published its first edition of the New Year.
New Years Day had landed on a Friday, and the Beacon included a small column on
the town’s holiday celebrations. Most businesses were closed, and “the day was warm
and delightful, and many took advantage of it to spend the greater part of it outdoors.”
In January, history continued to be made. Perhaps most notably, Scottish inventor John
Logie Baird demonstrated a mechanical television system, a “televisor,” on January
26th. His invention has significant impacts on our daily lives 100 years later. Read
more.

READ THE BLOG

https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/events-murder-she-wrote-festival-gallery/
https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/events-murder-she-wrote-festival-gallery/
https://murdershecooked.substack.com/p/jessica-fletcher-knitalong
mailto:info@kelleyhousemuseum.org
https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/mendocino-100-years-ago/
https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/mendocino-100-years-ago/
https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/mendocino-coast-history-museum-blog/


WHALE FESTIVAL AT THE KELLEY HOUSE

Mendocino Whale War Exhibit
March 6th – 29th, 2026
Museum open Fri – Sun 11:00am –
3:00pm
$5 suggested donation

Did you know that the Mendocino
Whale Festival started as an act of
protest against commercial
whaling? Visit the Kelley House
Museum during March for a special
exhibit about the Mendocino Whale
War, started by a group of locals
who launched the first Whale
Festival to educate the public about
the plight of endangered whales on
the coast. Posters, photographs,
and newspaper clippings will be on
display.

LEARN MORE

The Boy Who Talks to Whales
Screening
Saturday, March 7th, ﻿
﻿4pm - 5:30pm
$10 admission

Celebrate the 50th anniversary of
the Whale Festival with a viewing of
the 1975 classic film, "The Boy Who
Talks to Whales." Barry Cusick, one
of the Whale Festival founders, will
introduce the film which was
released during the height of 1970s
environmental activism. The film
follows 15-year-old Andy and his
Uncle Will as they embark on an
arduous search for Gigi, a gray
whale they believe communicates
with humans.

GET TICKETS

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS

Judy Chapman * Claire Armstrong * Victor Simon * Rex Smith * Katy Tahja * Charles Jenkins *
Nancy Reynolds * Nancy Krage * Juliet Way * Jo-Ann Allison * Ray Duff * Susan Collins * Steve
Jordan * Donna Worster * Carolyn Zeitler * Mason Oglesby * Joann Mauro * Jennifer O'Brien *
Karen McGrath * Carol Dominy * Bob Dominy

https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/exhibits-mendocino-whale-war/
https://www.kelleyhousemuseum.org/event/boy-who-talked-to-whales-screening-mendocino/


VOLUNTEER

THANK YOU, MEMBERS

 

Benefactor ($2,000+)
Blair House Inn
Adron Harris & Diane Snell
Alida Morzenti
Sarah Nathe & Susan Tubbesing
Donna Worster

Business Sponsor ($275+)
Alegria Inn
Bebe Lapin
Best Realty
Corners of the Mouth
Cafe Beaujolais
Century 21 Seascape Realty
DBL Architecture
Gallery Bookshop
GoodLife Cafe and Bakery
Harbor Lite Lodge
Highlight Gallery
Joshua Grindle Inn
Heavenly Soles
Little River Inn
MacCallum House
Mendocino Cookie Company
Mendocino Land Trust
Mendo Realty
Mendocino Tea Company
Mendocino Cafe & Flow Restaurant
Mendocino Market
Mendocino Woodlands
My Chic Farmhouse
North Coast Brewing Company
Out Of This World
Queen Bee
Sea Rock Inn
Sol de Mendocino
The Stanford Inn
Trillium Cafe
Village Sock Shop
Whistlestop

Museum Sponsor ($275+)
Judy Chapman
Eric Christenson
Alan Escola
Lynn Escola

 

Historian ($75+)
Sarah Anderson
Virginia Anderson
Yadira Arellano
Faye Atchison
Jacqui Bally
Bancroft Library Acquisitions
Barbara Barkovich
Linda Barozzi-Kubiak
Tim Benzie
Danielle Barecca
Ian Bishop
Catherine Blosser
Jeanette Boyer
Bob Brokl & Albert Crofts
Marin Brown
Peter & Lisa Burtis
Susan Bushnell
Kathleen Cameron
Rob Campbell
Stephen Carlton
Bill & Erika Carvalho
Frances Casey
Katie Charlwood
Peter & Lynn Chevalier
Arlene Crandall
Lisa Clifton-Bumpass
Mina Cohen
Sallie McConnell Costello
Robin Dasler
Pattie DeMatteo
Carol & Bob Dominy
Jennifer Eastwood
Maureen Eppstein
Julia Falconi
Susan Fraser
Deborah Fulmor
Nancy Gardner
Robin & Mark Gauche
Scott Gessford
Roger Gilbert
Rene Gillibert
Addy Goldberg
Anne Gonzales
Kristina Gulotta
Bruce Graves

mailto:info@kelleyhousemuseum.org
https://oceanfrontmagic.com/
https://www.cafebeaujolais.com/
https://www.century21.com/real-estate-agent/profile/paul-clark-9642121-P10266596
https://www.dblennox.com/
https://www.goodlifecafemendo.com/
https://www.littleriverinn.com/
https://www.maccallumhouse.com/
https://www.mendosothebysrealty.com/eng/associate/582-a-df1802051811108395216/sarah-schoeneman
https://www.mendocinocafe.com/
https://www.mendocinoflow.com/
https://www.mendocinowoodlands.org/
https://mychicfarmhouse.com/
https://outofthisworldshop.com/
https://searock.com/blog/sea-rock-inn-mendocino-history
https://soldemendocino.com/
https://stanfordinn.com/
https://www.trilliummendocino.com/


Anabel Ford & Michael Glassow
Jeffrey Hess
Meghan McNertney
Marolyn Poole
William and Diane Semans
Andrea Shepard
Jeff and Joan Stanford
Jane Tillis

Curator ($150+)
Pat Black
Win Bowen
Stacey Bradley
Kathleen Branson
Bill Brazill
Barbara Chistensen
Anne Cooper
Ray & Loraine Duff
Pat Dunbar
Lee Edmunson
Margaret Fox
Deborah Fulmor
Chuck & Claire Greenberg
Audrey Gramke
Sandra Hawthorne
George Hollister
Bill & Gwen Jacobson
Nancy Jenkins
Sara King
Sara Kozel
Carolyn & Josh Latkin
Lisa Leake
Jill Lemos
Jone Lemos
Harry Lindstrom
David Maki
Sarah & Tim Holliday McCarter
Kathleen Poole
Barbara Prichard
Jill Rexrode
Jack Ridley
Richard Riley
Katie Ritchey
Ginny Rorby
Chris Ruddick
Sheila Semans
Keith Skinner
Steven Smith
Elias Steinbuck
Caroline & Richard Tower
Juliet Way
Pat O'Donnell Weigel
Deena & Mark Zarlin
Ann Zollinger

Pamela Hahn
Nora Haley
Jim Havlena & Mary Rogers
Rob Hawthorn
Ashley Holder
Jennifer Hutchinson
Shannon Hutton
Walt Jackson
Gina Jackson
Peter Kalvass
Marjorie Kamb
Ruth and Holm Kappler
Jason Kay
Jodi Kelley
Guy and Lucy Kingsley
Robert Kuhn
Aren Latimer
Deirdre Lamb
Karen Latham
Sharon & Howard Lau
Marilyn Lemos
Wayne & Anne Lenhares
Randal MacDonald
Maureen Madison
Amanda McDonald-McAvoy
Irene McGuckin
Catherine McMillan
Natalie McMillan
Linda Mechling
Randy Mendosa
Melody Merriman
John Moore
Susan Nash
Audrey Nonemaker
Ed O'Brien
John Osborne
Derek Owner
Jane Pearson
Tom Pepper
Iana Porter
Nancy Prest
Beth & Julie Reed
Richard Ray
Kainoa Raymond
Barbara Reed
Jeff Reynolds
Nancy Reynolds
Kathleen Rzeplinski
Bronwyn Rhoades
Sandie Ritter
Carolina Robb
Jack Saunders
Larry Sawyer
Lari Shea
Patricia Scott



Life
Duane Brown
Tom Burnham
Sue Gibson
Bruce Levene
John Maulbetsch
Sandra & Bill  McIver
Arlene & Jim Moorehead
Zoe Parker
Mike Rogers
Joan Selchau
Carolyn Zeitler

David Sell
Karen Simons
Taylor Slevin
Kendall Smith
Marisa Smith
Peggy Smith
Jenn Starr
Christmas Steward
Morgan Stewart
Katy & David Tahja
David Tattle
Skip Taube
Gretchen Telzrow
George Thorpe
William and Peggy Tramposch
Susan Tull
Paul & Judy Tichinin
Carol Ann Walton
Sally and Lee Welty
Kymberly Whitacre
Karen & Mike Winn
Tom Wodetzki
Sichelle Worley

JOIN TODAY

 

Kelley House Museum &
Research Center

(707) 937-5791

EMAIL US
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